Chapter 10: Restorative Justice

Self Study Questions

What might be the explanation for the apparent gap between the positive rhetoric used about restorative justice by the UK government and the limited way it is been enacted and implemented?

In answering this question, you should consider:

1. Why is restorative justice rhetoric so attractive to government?  It would be worth covering the general desire of government to appear to be tough on offenders and to be including victims in the process.  You could also argue that talking restoratively does not cost anything, so is easy for government to do.

2. What are the barriers to fuller implementation?  You could consider issues of cost and other practicalities, such as the current structure of the criminal justice system.  However, it should also be discussed that restorative justice asks some difficult questions about, for example, the nature of punishment and the ‘ownership’ of offences. 

3. You should also consider the international context. Restorative justice has been implemented much more extensively in other jurisdictions, including Northern Ireland.  What are the similarities and differences between England and Wales and those other jurisdictions?

